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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM IAIN SMITH  

 

As a minister with pastoral care over a congregation I have serious concerns regarding this 

Bill.  We all share an abhorrence of anyone gratuitously punishing children.  However, the 

occasional loving physical chastisement of children has a long track record and support, 

even in contemporary society.   

John Finnie’s consultation stimulated a mere 660 responses – a mere drop beside an 

ocean considering that there are over 600,000 homes with dependent children in Scotland.  

In more comprehensive surveys over 74% were in favour of the status quo.   

There are many parents in Scotland that believe it is within the parameters of Christian 

conduct to use loving physical discipline when required.  This Bill would both deprive them 

of what they believe to be a God-given right as well as potentially criminalize them for 

adhering to their beliefs.   

On balance this Bill will do little to deliver abused children from parents and guardians.  It 

will be virtually impossible to police it effectively, except retrospectively after the damage is 

done.  No one is going to desist from this type of abusive and cruel behaviour just because 

there is a law that says they shouldn’t do it.  Current legislation is doing all that can possibly 

be done to penalize perpetrators.  Further legislation, such as envisaged by this Bill, will not 

lessen the problem for children but will increase the potential for the criminalization of many 

loving parents.  

I have been a Christian pastor for 25 years, serving in Scotland and overseas.  During that 

time I never had occasion to challenge parents for cruelty to their children regarding the 

issue of discipline.  So I cannot possibly support this Bill.  Furthermore, I would urge the 

Committee to direct their attention towards the reasons and causes underlying cruelty to 

children in the home.   

Parents and guardians that physically abuse children in their care are clearly in the minority.  

This Bill will not prevent them continuing their abuse.  The Committee should adopt another 

approach to deal with this matter.   

 


